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EDIVORIAL

"SAFETY: The state of being safe; exemption from hurt or
injury; freedom from danger." That's what the dictionary
says but when applied to soaring operations it might also
say, 'the result of adequate training and continuous appli-
cation of careful judgment.'

How safe is soaring as a spert?  Better than many partici-
pant sporting activities. There are probably more accidents
and injuries on the highways geing to and from the gliderports
than there are while flying but we must constantly promote
safety in our flying operations,

S. &. C. statistics show no fatalities in 1972 and 1973,
however we Have no cause for satisfaction from these statistics
There are still too many accidents resulting in injury and
damage tc aircraft and regretfully there has been one fatality
in a soaring accident this year.

It should come as no surprise that the majority of serious
accidents occur during landing. Looking over the statistics
published by our association's safety committee we see, Heavy
Landing - 23% of all accidents; Ground Collision - 19%;
Undershoot - 17%; Stall - 14%; Ground Loop - 12%; Overshoot -
o 0% of all accidents related to landings!

Chviously this is where our greatest corrective effort should
be made, both in training and in regular checkouts to maintain
a high calibre of flying among club members. When pilots
have misjudged distance on landing, failed to compensate for
wind, failed to observe objects in the landing area and failed
to maintain flying speed; we see the lack of following some of
the basic rules we were taught during training.

We all go through a check list before take off; C-I-5-T-R-S-C,
why not a check list as we prepare to land? Each time we land
should we not be checking on the operation of the spoilers,
undercarriage down and locked, flap selection, landing speed,
altitude for landing pattern, wind direction and speed, landing
area clear of obstructions and other air traffiec, If these
checks were done and a careful approach were flown, we should
reduce the heavy landings, collisions and undershoots which
cause so many of our problems.

The result of safer flying will be to reduce fatalities and
personal injuries as well as damage to aircraft; it might even
cut our insurance costs.



Glider in CNE airshow

OSCAR BOESCH of Air Sailing Club per-
formed this year at the CNE Air Show.
He thrilled the crowds at the show
with the performace of his ASW-15 over
the waterfront,.

The publicity for the Air Show featured
a pheto of Uscar flying over the down-
town area and peinted out that he has
been flving since he was 15. He has
flown single and multi-engine airecraft
but his first love is still gliding.

Youngest pilot

Who is the youngest Canadian solo glider
pilon? o doubt Carol Bandmann from
the Tiockteon area in Scouthern Ontarie who
will not ke 15 until March 1975!

How come? Carol socloed at Franconia
Soaring Centre in New Hampshire on July
2utk and in the USA student permits are
issued at 14 vears of age. Carol will
have to wait a while before going solo
again unless she goes south of the bord-
er arain,

New Canadian Record

A& mew Canadian Territorial Sailplane
record was established with a flight
carried cut on July 21st, 1974,

The flight was made by Mr. Steve Simon
of Terente in a 16.5 m Diamant single
seat sailplane, number C-GOBG. The
flignt was an out and return from the
Frin Soaring Society field near Erin,
Ontario to a point 2.5 km west of
Tillury, Ontaric for a total distance
of G2 tm. The flight exceeds the
previous tanadian Territorial record
for this task held by Helmut Werneburg
by it Fm.

Pioneer & York merge

On July 27th the members of FPioneer
Soaring joined with York Soaring.

This climaxed negotiations which began
at the beginning of the season at the
suggestion of Walter Chmela.

Pioneer started in 1968 as a commercial
gliding schocl and Schweitzer dealership
but as a commercial venture it was not
successful and in 1970 it was reorganiz-
ed into a club operation. In spite of
steady growth, the original debt and
lack of their own field held back the
club. The field used for the last two
years is being stripped this summer for
sod.

York Scaring has been in cperation since
1962 and owns the gliderport four miles
east of Arthur, Ontaric. York was int-
erested in additional solo members to
expand their operation. Pioneer membhers
add experienced instructors, tow pilots
and some equipment to York's already
capable staff and fleet of aircrafr,

The expanded club now has a total of 120
members, 1€ instructors, 12 tow pilots

and the following club aircraft: 2 Stinson
L-5, 1 Piper J-3 150, 1 Piper PA-12 150,

1 Piper PA-18 150, 2 2-32, 2 Ka7, 2 1-76,
2 2-33, 1 1-23, 1 BG-12B and 1 RBlanik,.

In addition there are nine privately

owned ships on the field, 1 1-3Y4, ? Libelle,
2 K-6, 1 Mul3, 1 Kestrel 19, 1 Skylark and

1 K-3

York has a trailer park for members who
camp at the field, a 50' x 10C' hanger,
and plans are underway for a club house

to be constructed in 197%. Plans have
also been made to widen the runways which
at present are 2400 x 225. In 1975 there
will be a seven day a week operatrion for

a four month perieod so that all that mid
week weather will not he wasted.

On arriving at the field, the new members
were welcomed by the Yerk members who all
were wearing name tags. Within a week It
was hard to tell which member=z were which
as everyone quickly settled dcwn to the
business at hand - searing!



1974 WESTERN CANADA SOARIM™ CHAMPIONSHIPS

CLARESHOLM, ALTA. - JUNE 30 TO JULY 7

The Western Regionals '74 were held this
summer at the Claresholm, Alberta Munici-
pal Airport, witk a total entry list of
28 sailplanes; 17 in the Open or Champ-
ionship Class. Because of poor weather
or tocr 1ift on certain days, cnly the
necessary four contest days werec achiev-
ed for tlie Open Class and only three for
the Sport Mlass.

The tabulation shows the scoring detaijls.
The winners were:

Dick Mamini
(Calgary)
Regicnal (hampion (Spert) Ian fildaber
(Winnipeg)
Bruce Hea
(Calgary)
Maricn & Doug Barritt
(Mercer Island, Wash. USA)

Regicnal Champion (Cpen)

Top Standard Class

Top Team Pntry

In addition to the above, Dick Mamini
also wcn the SAC award for the fastest
triangle with a speed of 86.4 km/hr
over a 293 km course.

The tirst day's task was a 304 km tri-
angle to Arrowwood and Vauxhall with six
competitors completing the task. The
Sport Class flew a triangle of 107 km
with three competitars completing it.

A most unfortunate accident occurred on
this day when Capt. Bcb Denyer, of the
Comox and Cold Lake clubs, was killed
wher. he ran intc a fence on his appreoach
to the field.

On the cerind day (July 2nd) seven gliders
complered rhe 201 km triangle, with Dick
Mamini holding his lead with a second
score of 1000 peints. Larry Riegert
(Cold Lake) was a close second in his
Cirrus with 1890 points. Only one

Sport Class pilot went more than 50 km,

so it was not considered a contest day

for thi. class.

A quadrilareral racl to Waterton, Wnol-
ford, Hel leford and return was set lcor
the third day, but because cf the wind
and difficult conditions ncne of the
pilots gct hack. Larry Riegert came
down near Cowley and thus dropped hack to

Report by GECRGE DUMBAF

third place, while Bruce Hea moved up
to second with a 229 km flight. Tn
the Fport Class no one completed the
126 km triangle, but the team entry
of Bentley and Stokes in the Zugvogel
covered 112 km to move Ian Oldaker out
of first place.

On day four, which was to be the last,

a 293 km triangle was set for the Open
(lass, and was completed by Dick Mamini
and Feter Lamla (Vancouver). Thic

gave Dick a decisive win with 4C00 roints,
while Marion and Doug Barritt's consi..:
ent performace moved them up to seccnd.
Bruce Hea came down after onlv 57 'm for
third place. The 126 km triangle vas
set again for the Sport Class, lut I
the opposite direction and this tire

was completed by Ian Oldaker arnd Llewd
Bungey (Vancouver). This moved Ian
back into first place.

The last day of the contest was not a
contest day, because of several thunder-
storms which had moved across the course.
After digging out of a few muddy fields,
everyone packed up for home. In spite
of several rainy days and several mishars,
it should be considered a successful
contest. The double paved runways at

the airport, plus the facilities provided
by the town helped to make the meet rnijov-
able.

CLARESHCOLM RECOLLECTIONS......

The wind blowing relentlessly across

the open expanse of Clareshcle Aircort...
the cloud base hovering about 000 feet
day after day...the chilly evenings

when | had to huddle close fo the fire...
the sunburn.

Hacpy meetings with old friendz...fths
three areat barbeques we had...The twc
lively kittens with the Edmorteor group.

Tre hours at the pool table wai~-irs for
+he weather...Dave Smith strusalira
valiantly to do everythira...ard tha wind!

- -

From the Winnicec “crh Talk.



1974 WESTERN CANADA REGIONAL SOARING CHAMP|ONSHIPS

SPONSORED BY THE ALBERTA SOARING COUNCIL

OPEN CLASS DAY 1 JUNE 30/74 TRIANGLE: ARROWWOOD, VAUXHALL AND RETURN

TASK DISTANCE: 304,43 KM,

NAME GLIDER SPEED DISTANCE DAILY DAILY TOTAL TOTAL
KPH KM POINTS STNDG PT3 STNDG
MAMINI, Dick ASW=-12 ASW 85.9 1000 1 1000 1
RIEGERT, Larry CIRRUS XGU 79.8 962 2 962 2
BARRITT, Marion & Doug  LIBELLE 1D 78.6 955 3 855 3
GEBENUS, Helmut PHOEBUS WLR 75.9 938 4 938 4
GUNTHER/PCOMERQY LIBELLE BK 65.3 873 5 873 5
BRAYSHAW, Bernie Ké=CR SHG  50.1 779 6 779 6
HEA, Bruce LIBELLE 0©QJS 292.0 701 7 701 7
STACHOW, Klaus PHOEBUS KSS 267.0 631 8 631 8
LAMLA, Peter CIRRUS BMX 256.0 601 9 301 9
DAMULA/ARCH | BALD HP=-14 ALT 247.0 576 10 576 10
STRONG, Jim LIBELLE TQL 97.0 158 11 158 11
FUNSTON, Nelson LIBELLE JN 80.0 129 12 129 12
MARSDEN, Dave GEMINI TKC 0.0 0 13 0 13
BEDDO/DUNEAR/MORT | S DART CAK 0.0 0 13 0 13
BRAUER/GRANT SHK-1 FLM 0.0 0 13 0 13
DUCKHAM/DEREK/KEITH CIRRUS AMK 0.0 0 13 0 13
WILLIAMS, Tony & Monty CIRRUS  DMw 0.0 0 13 0 13
SPORT CLASS DAY 1 JUNE 30/74 TRIANGLE: CHAMPION, PARKLAND AND RETURN
TASK DISTANCE: 107.36 KM.
NAME GLIDER SPEED DISTANCE DAILY DAILY TOTAL TOTAL
KPH KM POINTS STNDG PTS  STNCG
OLDAKER, lan TERN QX1 12:2 1000 1 1000 1
BUHR, Glen BG-128  SMW 51,5 861 Z 861 2
BENTLEY/STOKES ZUGVOGL TFT  48.9 855 3 855 3
WALKER, Ken L-SPATZ DKZ 58.5 203 4 203 4
PANDUR, Dan BG-12A  RCU 0.0 0 5 0 5
McPHEE/ THOMAS BG-12A  RBF 0.0 0 5 0 5
BELL, Neil 1-23 XKL 0.0 0 5 0 5
RONAASEN/OKE BERG-3 DLP 0.0 0 5 0 5
FLINT, Russ BERG-11 UVO 0.0 0 5 0 5
FALCONAR, Chris TG-1 MOY 0.0 0 5 0 5
BUNGEY, Llovd K-8 PVL 0.0 0 5 o 5



1974 WESTERN CANADA REGIONAL SOARING CHAMP!ONSHIPS

OPEN CLASS DAY 2 JULY 2/74 TRIANGLE: BLACKIE, MILO AND RETURN

TASK DISTANCE: 201,31 KM

NAME GLIDER SPEED DISTANCE DAILY DAILY TOTAL TOTAL

KPH KM POINTS STNDG PTS STNDG
MAMINI, Dick ASW-12  ASW 73,1 1000 1 2000 1
RIEGERT, Larry CIRRUS XGU 66.1 928 2 1890 2
BARRITT, Marion & Doug LIBELLE 1D 54,5 809 4 1764 3
BRAYSHAW, Bernie K6-CR SHG 46,7 725 7 1504 4
HEA, Bruce LIBELLE 0QJS  54.1 785 5 1496 5
LAMLA, Peter CIRRUS BMX 57.7 842 3 1443 &
GEBENUS, Helmut PHOEBUS WLR 150.5 428 8 1366 T
STRONG, Jim LIBELLE TQL 47.7 739 6 897 8
GUNTHER/POMERQY LIBELLE BK 40.0 0 g 873 9
STACHOW, Klaus PHOEBUS KSS 0.0 0 9 631 10
DUMALA/ARCH IBALD HP-14 ALT 31.0 0 9 576 11
FUNSTON, Nelson LIBELLE JN DNC 0 9 129 12
MARSDEN, Dave GEMIN]| TKC DNC 0 9 0 15
BEDDO/DUNBAR/MORT IS DART DAK DNC 0 9 0 13
BRAUER/GRANT SHK-1 PLM 0.0 0 9 0 13
DUCKHAM, Derek & Keith CIRRUS  AMK 0.0 0 9 0 13
WILLIAMS, Tony & Monty  CIRRUS  DMW 0.0 0 9 0 13

SPORT CLASS JULY 2/74 NO CONTEST



1974 WESTERN CANADA REGIONAL SOARING CHAMP|ONSHIPS

OPEN CLASS DAY 3 JULY 3/74 QUADRILATERAL: WATERTON, WOOLFORD, NOBLEFORD & RETURN

TASK DISTANCE: 271.78 KM

NAME GLIDER SPEED DISTANCE DAILY DAILY TOTAL TOTAL
KPH KM POINTS STNDG PTS  STNDG

MAMINI, Dick ASW-12  ASW 231.5 1000 1 3000 1
HEA, Bruce LIBELLE @QJS 229.5 980 2 2476 2
RIEGERT, Larry CIRRUS  XGU 33.0 0 6 1890 5
BARRITT, Marion & Doug LIBELLE 1D 33,0 0 & 1764 3
BRAYSHAW, Bernie Ké-CR SHG 60.0 104 3 1608 5
LAMLA, Peter CIRRUS  BMX 36.5 0 6 1443 &
GEBENUS, Helmut PHOEBUS WLR 0.0 0 6 1366 7
GUNTHER/FPOMERQY LIBELLE BK 53.0 68 4 941 8
STRONG, Jim LIBELLE TOQL 0.0 0 6 897 9
STACHOW, Klaus PHOEBUS KSS 0.0 0 6 631 10
DUMALA/ARCHIBALD HP-14 ALT 47.0 E7) 5 613 11
FUNSTON, Nelson LIBELLE JN DNC 0 6 129 12
MARSDEN, Dave GEMINI TKC DNC 0 6 0 13
BEDDO/DUNBAR/MORT IS DART CAK 0.0 0 6 0 13
BRAUER/GRANT SHK=1 PLM 0.0 0 6 0 13
DUCKHAM, Derek & Keith CIRRUS  AMK 28.0 0 6 0 13
WILLIAMS, Tony & Monty CIRRUS  DMW 0.0 0 6 ¢ 13
SPORT CLASS DAY 2 JULY 3/74 TRIANGLE: CHAMPION, NOBLEFORD AND RETURN
TASK DISTANCE: 126.4 KM

NAME GLIDER SPEED DISTANCE DAILY DAILY TOTAL TOTAL

KPH KM POINTS STNDG PTS  STNDG

BENTLEY/STOKES ZUGVOGL TFT 112.0 1000 1 1855 1
OLDAKER, lan TERN X1 90.5 701 2 1701 2
BUHR, Glen BG-12B  SMw 52.0 167 6 1028 5
BUNGEY, Lloyd K-8 PVL 91.0 698 3 698 4
FLINT, Russ BERG-11 UVO 71.0 431 4 431 5
RONAASEN/OKE BERG-3 DLP 61.5 299 5 299 6
WALKER, Ken L-SPATZ DKZ 0.0 0 7 203 7
PANDUR, Dan BG-12A RCU 0.0 0 7 0 8
McPHEE/THOMAS BG-12A  RBF 0.0 0 7 0 8
BELL, Neil 1-23 XKL 0.0 0 7 0 8
FALCONAR, Chris TG-1 MOY 0.0 0 7 0 8



1974 WESTERN CANADA REGIONAL SOARING CHAMPIONSHIPS

OPEN CLASS DAY 4 JULY 6/74

TASK DISTANCE: 293.31 KM

NAME

MAMINT, Dick

BARRITT, maricn & Doug
HEA, Bruce

LAMLA, Meter

RIEGERT, Larry
BRAYSHAW, Bernie
Gebenus, Helmut
GUNTHER/POMEROY
STRONG, Jim

STACHOW, Klaus
DUMALA/ARCH IBALD
BEDDO/DUNBAR/MORT 1 S
FUNSTON, Nelson
MARSCEN, Dave
BRAUER/GRANT

DUCKHAM, Cerek & Keith
WILLIAMS, Tony & Monty

GLIDER

ASW-12
LIBELLE
LIBFLLE
CIRRUS
CIRRUS
Ké=CR
PHOEBUS
LIBELLE
LIBELLE
PHOEBUS
HP-14
DART
LIBELLE
GEMINI
SHK=1
CIRRUS
CIRRUS

SPORT CLASS DAY 3 JULY 6/74

TASK DISTANCE: 126,4 KM

NAME

OLDAKER, lan
BENTLEY/STOKES
BUNGEY, Lloyd
BUHR, Glen
RONAASEN/CKE
FLINT, Russ
WALKER, Ken
PANDUR, Dan
McPHEE/THOMAS
BELL, Nefl
FALCONAT, Chris

GLIDER

TERN
ZUGYOGL
K-8
BG-12B
BERG~3
BERG-1 1|
L-SPATZ
BG-12A
BG-12A
1-23
TG-1

TRIANGLE: TABER, MILO AND RETURN

ASW
1D

0Js
B
XGU
SHG
VLR
Bk

TOoL
KSS
ALT
OAK
JN

TKC
PLM
AMK
DMW

TRIANGLE: NOBLEFCRD, CHAMPICN AND RETUPN

oxl1
TFT

PVL
SMK
DLF
Uvo
DKZ
RCU
RBF
XKL
oy

SPEED

KPH

86.4

65.8

SPEED

KPH

48.

45,

3

4

DISTANCE
KM

268,0
57.5

175,0

hor s B |
- e

£25,0
211.0
2.0
DNC
0.0
196.0
DNC
DNC
DNC
c.0
0.0

DISTANCE

KM

108.5

[9e]
- - -
OO0 OOoOWwWO

o
=
O OO0 OoOWO

[=]

DAILY DAILY
POINTS STNDG
1000 1
796 3
61 g
528 i
471 8
639 o]
646 4
597 6
G 10
C 10
0 10
545 7
Q 10
0 10
0 10
0 10
0 10

DAILY DAILY

POINTS

1000
664
982

0
418

OOOoOoO0 0o

STNDG

LR MO AR A O B R e —

TOTAL TOTAL

PTS

4000
2560
2537
2371
2361
2247
S012
1538
"97
=]
613
545
126
0

0
0
0

STNDG

In e B —

O D~ v

10
1

13
14
14

14

TOTAL TGOTAL

PTS

2701
2516
1680
1028
717
431
203
0

0

0

(
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What about

"If you prang, you have a good .

the Pilot ? chance of being hurt - badly." So *Y
said an experienced member of the
gliding fraternity. And of course, \
he is quite right! Consider these \§k
facts of life in the world of \
gliding:

EVEN WITH THE BEST ACCIDENT
PREVENTION MEASURES [N THE
WORLD, IN GLIDING, AS IN
POWER FLYING, IT IS HARD TO
ENVISAGE THAT WE WILL EVER
REACH THAT IDEAL SITUATION
WHERE NO ACCIDENTS HAPPEN.

GLIDER DESIGN

CONSTRUCTION: Material used is of
fine gauge or section, and the
structure is, of necessity, as
light as possible consistent with
required aerodynamic and ground
handling strength. As well, the
wood and fibreglass generally used
in glider construction is brittle.
The overall result is that the
structure has comparatively pecor
energy absorbing characteristics,
particularly in the case of wooden
gliders.

SO ALTHOUGH WE MUST CON-
TINUE DOING CQUR UTMOST
TO REDUCE THE POSSIBILITY
OF ACCIDENTS TO AN ABSOLUTE
MINIMUM, WE HAVE TO LIVE
WITH THE FACT THAT FRAIL
FLESH AND BLOOD WILL
ALWAYS BE EXPOSED, TO
SOME DEGREE, TO THE RISK
OF INJURY IN GLIDER

ACC IDENTS. IT ISN'T
MUCH USE PRETENDING THE
RISKS ARE NOT THERE -
THIS WON'T MAKE THEM GO
AWAY . ON THE CONTRARY,
A REALISTIC APPRECIATION
OF JUST WHAT THESE RISKS
ARE IN GLIDING, SHOULD
HELP TO MAKE US EVEN

MORE SAFETY CONSCICUS.

SHAPE: Fuselage cross section is
kept to a minimum to reduce drag
and provide the best Lift-Drag
ratio. As a result, there is
little room under the pilot's seat
for shock absorbing or cushioning
material. Modern high performance
single-seat sailplanes such as the
Kestrel, Libelle and Cirrus, all
have a reclining pilot position,
with only two to three inches
between the underside of the air-
craft and the pilot's posterior.

If a parachute is worn, it is of
the back-pack type so as to contain
the pilot within the limited fuse-
lage height. Because of this lack
of protection underneath, the pilot's
back is particularly wulnerable to
injury. This is especially so in
non-sprung, non-retractable, under-
carriage gliders such as the Boom-
erang, Kockabuura, Nymph, Cherckee
etc., where the pilot's spine is
close to the initial point of con-
tact with the ground. In reclining
type sailplanes, the pilot's legs
and feet are also very vulnerable -
there is virtually no protection in
front of them - only the light
weight shell of the nose.

THE ARTICLE THAT
FOLLOWS SEEKS TO
STIMULATE JUST THIS
SORT OF AN APPRECIATION.




UNDERCARRIAGE: The single main wheel
undercarriages fitted to most types of
gliders, means that the landing wheel
is in the centre line of the airecraft -
in single seaters, the same line
occupied by the pilot's spinal axis.
In most gliders too, the wheel is
positioned slightly in front of the
aircraft's centre of gravity. This
is usually close to the position of
the pilot's seat, and the result of
these two factors is that any heavy
impact taken on the main undercarriage
is transmitted directly to the pilot's
spine.

TYFES OF OPERATION

LAUNCHING: Winch, auto-tow and reflex
launching metheds all place a glider
in an extremely vulnerable situation
in the event of a power fallure or
cable break, From the low air speed,
steep nose-up attitude, in which a
glider can be placed in this situation,
rapid recovery action is necessary to
prevent a stall and a very heavy land-
ing. At a greater height, a resulting
stall can lead to a spin if an incor-
rect recovery technique is used.
Aero-towing, on the other hand, does
not have the same problems, though
it is more costly. Rope breaks are
unusual, and generally cccur before
the glider begins to reoll. Aerc-
towing these days with synthetic
fibre ropes, is a comparatively gentle
operation.

VOLUME OF AIRCRAFT MOVEMENTS: Glider
flying involves many more take-offs
and landings on an hourly basis than
power flying, because there is some
truth in the old saying that "every
landing is a forced landing'". For
this reason, there is a proportion-
ally greater exposure of pilots to
near ground flying. This is mani-
fested in the fact that the number of
launches, rather than the number of
flying hours, is used as a measure of
a pilet's experience. Many gliding
clubs in Australia too, cperate from
rather inadequate areas - in some
cases, gullies or ditches cross the
club's paddock. A cable break, or a

27

misjudged landing in these circumstances,
can be doubly hazardous.

IN-FLIGHT RISKS: Good thermals attract
gliders like bees around a honey pot.

In some cases as many as 15 to 20 gliders
could all be working the same thermal.

A good thermal will usually provide
adequate vertical separation, but when

an inversion puts a lid on the top of it,
the top layer can become a very hazard-
ous slice of airspace, with a high risk
of collision.

Cloud flying is not legal in Australia.
But as some pilots have learnt, it is
quite possible to be drawn up into a
large cumulus cloud while thermalling
just beneath it, especially in a glider
not fitted with powerful speed-limiting
air brakes. The pilot is then faced
with the very real danger of disorient-
ation, loss of control and exceeding
the glider's design limits. In this
situation it is not surprising that
gliders have broken up in flight.

Other dangers inherent in being caught
in ecloud are that of hypoxia if carried
too high by convection, hail, severe
turbulence and the risk of a mid-air
collision with a powered aircraft
operating under Instrument Flight Rules,

COMPETITION FLYING: The stress in
competing in a major gliding event can
easily push a pilot beyond what he
would normally regard as safe opera-
ticnal limits. It may tempt him to:

*Fly the glider beyond its design limits

*Prolong the flight past the time when
there is enough daylight left for a
safe landing in an unfamiliar area.

“Venture over unsuitable terrain with
insufficient height in hand.

“Dealy committing himself to a landing
until too low to manoceuvre with safety.

OUTLANDING PROBLEMS: A glider or a
sailplane, by its very nature, is often
forced te "land out'". In this situation
the pilot has to choose the best look-
ing area that is available within safe
gliding distance of his position. But
this is usually in a totally strange
paddock, with the ever present danger of
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concealed rocks, ditches, roots, stumps,
and slopes.- not to menticn power lines.
The single wire power lines so favoured
by most rural electrification shemes
are particularly notorious hazards -
their supporting poles are widely
separated and frequently concealed
amongst trees, so that it is almost
impossible to detect the "run" of the
power line from the air. A pilot can
be faced with all these problems close
to the last light at the end of many
hours of flight, during which he might
have been flying at high altitudes.
Thus, as well as being very tired,
he might be suffering from the effects
of hypoxia and not seeing too well.
Outlandings too, even if entirely
successful from a flying point of view,
can be made in sparsely populated areas
where communications are few and far
between. And with our rural economy as
it is today, some farmhouses and home-
steads are deserted and without a tele-
phone. As well as proving a profound
disappointment to an overtired glider
pilot, an extreme case could even pose
quite a serious survival prcblem.
Most readers will remember the case of
the Blanik pilot, making a local scar-
ing flight from Bond Springs in central
Australia, who became lost and was
forced to land out at last light in a
hostile, desert environment. He had
no water or survival equipment of any
kind, and was in the final stages of
dehydration and heat exhaustion when
he was finally found - days later.

Well then, what about the pilot now that
we have looked squarely at some of the
facts? Statistics that we haven't yet
considered show that, in Australia
between 1951 and 1971, a total of 119
glider accidents were reported, in-
volving 151 occupants. 25 of these
accidents resulted in serious injuries
and 15 in fatal injuries. In the 25
accidents that produced serious injuries
a total of 14 out of 29 cccupants
involved, sustained a fracture of the
spine. From these figures it is
apparent that if an occupant of a
glider does receive serious injuries,
there 1s a 50% chance that he will
have fractured his spine.

It is also plain from the injury
patterns that have been observed, that

even comparatively minor accidents in
gliders can cause back injuries of some
type.

For this reason, pilots who are in-
volved in heavy impacts, or even heavy
landings in gliders, without apparent
injury, but who subsequently experience
pains in the back, should seek medical
attention without delay. You cannot
be too careful when dealing with the
possibility of injuries of this sort!

(Gliding is a fine sport which enables
many people whc would not otherwise have
the cpportunity, to saveur the extreme
satisfaction of piloting an aircraft on
their own, and of pitting their skill in
a unique way against the forces of nature,
And provided the regulaticns and accepted
procedures governing the operation of
gliders are faithfully observed, the
sport can be engaged in with a high degree
of safety.

But as with all forms of flying, the
penalties for lack of preparation and
the taking of undue liberties can be
severe indeed. In any type of human
activity of course, there is a constant
temptation to take things for granted
and to make "short cuts', once a reason-
able standard of proficiency has been
attained. Experience has well and
truly attested to the fact that the old
truism "familiarity breeds contempt",
is a very insidious fce of safety in the
world of aviation.

So without in any way allowing the
facts quoted to cast a shadow over their
enjoyment of the sport, gliding enthus-
iasts would do well to regard these
statistics as a stimulus to take even
more than usual care in all aspects of
their operations.

Reprinted from AVIATION SAFETY DIGEST,
Department of Civil Aviation, Australia.
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SOARING  ASSOCIATION ~ OF  CANADA
BOX 1173, STN. B, OTTAWA, ONTARIO, KIP 5A0

LIST OF SUPPLIES

DESCRIPTION

. Soaring Badges

(a) Button - Screw Back

{b) Button = Clutch Back "A"
IIBI’I

(c) Pin with safety catch

. Soaring Badges - "C" & above. (Prices in item 5.)
. Soaring Awards - Rules (Booklet)

. Sporting Code - (Booklet, English & French)
. Application for F.A.l. Awards (4 pages)

Instruction Manual:

(a) Part |, Instructor's Guide

(b) Part Il, Air Instruction Notes

(¢c) Part .11, Student Notes

(d) Air Cards (11 Plastic Laminated)
Tephigram & Weather Briefing (Booklet)

Weather Briefing Form N-052 (8% x 11 sheet)
Application for Official Observer

Blazer Crest (Navy Blue)

Decal

Tie (Navy Blue with Glider Design)

Cap (Red, Green or Blue with White Crest)
Glider Pilot Log Book:

(a) Single copy

(b) In quantity of 25 or more

Cloth Badges - 3" diameter - C Badge
Cloth Badges - 3" diameter - Silver Badge
Cloth Badges - 3" diameter - Gold Badge

NOTES

Item 2 available only from Mr. K Round,

10 St. Remi Drive,
R. R. 3, Ottawa, K2C 3H2.

|tem 5 available also from K. Round.

Items 6(a), (b) & (¢) make up the S.A.C. Manual.

Item 6(d), Air Cards size 5" x 8"
Make all cheques payable to S.A.C.

5 for

5 for

0.
I.
1.
0.

0.

PRICE

$3.25
D
3.
54

00
50
50

25
oe
50
10

75

0.20

1.
S
0.
1

00
00
25
00

each
each
each
each

each

each
each

each
each
each
set

each

No Charge
No Charge

8.
0.
2.
3.

50
25
75
50

.00
.50
75
.50
.50

each
each
each
each

each
each
each
each
each
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